
American Literature  
Fall 2020 – Spring 2021  

Instructor: Rachel McGrath 

Grade Levels: 9th -12th  

Class size: minimum of 5, maximum of 14 

 
Over the course of the year, we will use literature to explore various periods of American history. 

Through these literary works, we will examine our country’s diverse heritage and culture from the 

perspective of men and women who have shaped our country through their writing.  

 

Classes will be saturated with thoughtful discussion among the students, facilitated by the instructor 

via Socratic questioning. Students are NOT required to enjoy all the materials covered! In fact, some 

of the best discussions center around a book that elicits contradictory responses. However, students 

ARE expected to contribute to the class in a respectful way that encourages their peers to think and 

evaluate differing opinions.   

 

• We will read novels, short stories, essays, plays, and poetry.  

• Reading time will vary among students, but I will typically assign 50-75 pages per week.  

• 30% of the student’s grade will come from their thoughtful contribution to our discussions, 

which requires reading and preparation every week.  

• Strong opinions, thought-provoking questions and interesting ideas are welcomed and 

encouraged!  

• Students will learn how to annotate and analyze our selections. (I will use materials from IEW’s 

“Windows to the World.” Students are NOT required to purchase these.) 

• Students will continue to refine their writing and public speaking skills (and have fun!) through 

essays, creative writing and imaginative presentations.  

 

Potential reading list may include, but is not limited to:  

• To Kill a Mockingbird,  

• Fahrenheit 451,  

• The Old Man and the Sea,  

• The Scarlet Letter,  

• The World I Live In,  

• White Fang, 

• The Red Badge of Courage,  

• The Great Gatsby,  

• The Outsiders,  

• A Rose for Emily,  

• The Yellow Wallpaper,  

• as well as works from assorted American poets 

 


