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American Sign Language-1.5 

Syllabus

 

Instructor 

Allison Davis 

Phone 

336-254-3326 

Email 

calamityallie@gmail.com 

 

 

Course Overview 

This course designs to continue development of ASL 1 and emphasizes 

development and refinement of comprehension, production and interpersonal 

skills as covered in ASL 1.  Additional information about the Deaf community 

and Deaf culture will be included.   

Expected Outcomes 

1. Comprehend and express oneself with developing ASL vocabulary and 

correct grammar in person and small groups. 

2. Identify, analyze and compare beliefs, values, and practices found 

within Deaf communities.  

3. Demonstrate an awareness of grammatical features that make ASL a 

complex human language at developing level. 

Required Texts (provided):   

American Sign Language Phrase Book, by Bernstein Fant, Barbara, Betty 

Miller, et al.  **This is to be returned to me by week 14.   

Excerpts from Deaf Culture- Exploring Deaf Communities in the United 

States, by J. Andrews, R. Harris, & I. Leigh 

Other supplemental readings/materials will be provided  

Suggested Materials (to be provided by the student) 

1” 3 ring binder 

Lined notebook paper or notebook to keep track of interpreting assigments 

Pen/ Pencil/ Eraser 

Other supplies may be needed but parents will be notified via email if/when 

necessary 
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Grading 

90-100% A Class Participation:  30% 

80-89% B Expressive project: 30% (see below) 

70-79% C Homework Activities:  40% 

60-69% D  

Students seeking to obtain high school credit; weekly homework grade lower 

than 80% is expected to be corrected and returned to the instructor the 

following week. Those not receiving credit, are still encouraged to make 

corrections and return as well.     

• Attendance – Students are encouraged/expected to attend every session.  

However, sickness, vacations/ holidays, etc. are bound to occur.  If a 

student misses a week they will be expected to study and practice the 

material as much as possible.  

 Class Environment 

No-Voicing Policy:   

I am anticipating that after approximately the first two weeks this will be a “no 

voice” class during ASL instruction.  However, voices will be used to instruct 

and encourage discussions during the Deaf Culture portions of the class and the 

last 15 minutes for questions/ clarification.   

 

Phones are to be turned off and kept in a purse or backpack during class.  

 

We all learn differently! Please let me know if there is something I can do to 

help your student learn best! Students are encouraged to help one another when 

appropriate.   

 

  



Fall 2019 Page 3

 

 

Project (DRAFT – to be finalized by 1/1/20) 

 
1.  Expressive Project (HS Credit- Mandatory, all others – optional but encouraged)  
Option A 

For this project, you will video yourself doing the following: 

1. Introduce yourself, spell your first and last name, tell where you live, where you are from, and 

what grade you are in.  

2. Choose 1 family member to describe using the 5 parameters. 

3. Choose 8-10 phrases you have learned over the semester.  You need only show me each sentence 

once. Pay particular attention to your "yes/no" and "WH-question" expressions for each sentence 

(because I'll be looking for your facial expressions in addition to your vocabulary and general 

fluency).  

If you stop once or maybe twice during the videotaping due to some technical issue or whatever I 

won't be concerned. But stopping between each question indicates a lack of preparation and 

speaks of not knowing the material well enough to simply sign the sentences without having to 

look each sentence up on the web. I'll request for you do it again if I think you need more 

preparation. 

Some students write the sentences on poster paper and stick them on the wall behind the camera 

so they can read them while signing to the camera. That’s okay, but a lot of work. Other students 

just print out a paper with their sentences on it and put it in front of them. They lean forward to 

read the sentence and then look up at the camera and sign it. 

I prefer for your video just to be texted to me (336-254-3326) by week 13.  This makes it easy 

for me to share among the other judges.   If that’s not available, we can make arrangements for 

some type of physical media.  Please email me your script so I'll have an electronic copy on 

which to make notes for your feedback.  

 

**OR** 

 

Option B 

Choose a children’s story book to interpret in ASL.  Keep book level short and easy, for example:  The 

Spot books, the Splat books, White Rabbits Color Book, Goodnight Moon, etc.  Book of student’s 

choosing will be submitted to teacher via email, text or in class by week 3. Students are encouraged to 

show their final interpretations in front of the class on week 13, however it should still be recorded 

following instructions in option A. This project is a lot of fun especially for those interested in pursuing 

Deaf education or interpreting as a career. 

 

**OR** 

Option C 

Choose a SIMPLE song to interpret in ASL.  Keep in mind this is probably the most difficult of all 

assignments because most songs contain a lot of figurative language.  Most interpreters learn and 

practice songs before performing professionally.  Please choose song by week 3 to be approved by the 

instructor.   

 

Please work closely with your instructor for all options but especially options B & C. These are to be 

learning experiences, not tests nor exercises in frustration.  I am here to teach, not torture! ☺   
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2.  Weekly Assignments- Required for all in order to prepare for class each week.  Homework 

should take no longer than 30-60 mins PER WEEK.  If you are spending more time than that please let 

me know.   I would like for everyone to practice 5-10 minutes per day but at least doing these short 

assignments ahead of time should help us move along a little faster this semester.   

 
There will be no paper this semester!  Everybody say, “YAY!!!”.  LOL!  Instead, there will be short, 

weekly assignments.  A rough outline will be posted below and will be finalized by January 1.  In short, 

each week you will watch a video on lifeprint.com, interpret the phrases and submit via email to the 

instructor by Wednesday 8 pm the night before class or turn in on Thursday. Also, you will be given 1-2 

phrases each week to practice in ASL and present at the beginning of each class.   

 

Grades/ progress reports will be provided to students seeking High School credit.  I will also provide 

shorter more concise progress reports for those taking the class for enrichment. 



DRAFT 12/2/19 

ASL 1.5 DRAFT 

Spring 2020 Schedule 

 

Date Week # ASL Deaf Culture 

1/16 1 Review:  syllabus, fingerspelling, describing people  

1/23 2 Pluralizing,  What is Deafness? 

p. 30, 33, 36-38 

1/30 3 Signing and Deafness  

2/6 4 Numbers, Time, Dates & Money  

2/13 5 Numbers, Time, Dates & Money  

2/20 6 Food & Drink  

2/27 7 Food & Drink  

3/5 8 Clothing  

3/12 9 Clothing  

3/19 10 Animals  

3/26 11 Animals  

4/2 12   

4/9 13   

4/16 (Snow 

Make-

Up)/Program 

  

4/23 Program   

 


